W hile the recently enacted welfare
reform bill devolves power to the

states and tightens benefits, it
leaves unanswered many questions concerning the
social conditions that made welfare reform neces-
sary. One question is whether government or pri-
vate charity is better equipped to end dependency.
Could providing new funds to private charities
spur competition and innovation in the delivery
of welfare services, encourage accountability and
achieve cost savings?

Omne method for achieving these goals is the "com-
passion tax credit,” under which taxpayers receive
a tax credit for contributions to qualified chari-
ties. The compassion tax credit represents a way
of empowering private charities to apply innova-
tive methods to the solution of the poverty problem
in their own communities.

This forum will draw on the experience of private
charities and on the expertise of nationally recog-
nized authorities in addressing the issues raised
by the compassion tax credit.

This forum is co-hosted by

Sen. John Ashcroft, Sen. Dan Coats,
Rep. John Kasich, Rep. Joe Knollenberg,

Rep. Jim Kolbe, Sen. Rick Santorum,
Rep. James M.Talent and
Rep. J. C. Watts Jr.
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Can we match our skepticism
about government with a bold,
new definition of public com-
passion? Can we dismantle a
destructive welfare culture, and
still fulfill our responsibilities

to the disadvantaged?
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further information, call the Beacon Hill
titute at 617-573-8750.



